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Share it when you ‘find the awesome’
We all should 

take moments 
here and there 

to reflect on what we 
do and what other Air-
men do each day. 

Sometimes this is 
difficult as we all try to 
slay the alligators clos-
est to the boat – the next 
mission, the next staff 
meeting, the next task, 
the next training event, 
the next shift, the next 
patient or even just the 
next weekend or vaca-
tion. 

As I speed past my first year 
at Travis, I find it difficult to 
capture all the awesome things 
we are doing as a squadron, 
as a wing and as Team Travis, 

not because there is no 
awesomeness, but just 
the opposite. There is 
an abundance of awe-
someness happening 
across the base every 
day. Team Travis Air-
men, which includes 
our civil service civil-
ians, are the profession-
al, educated, motivated, 
innovative and dedi-
cated Airmen this Air 
Force needs to take us 
into the next 70 years 
and beyond.

It has been said many 
times over the years at Travis, 
that if there is something go-
ing on in the world, Team Tra-
vis Airmen are most certain-
ly a part of it. You don’t get put 

in every play of every game as a 
starter unless you are awesome. 
In the short time I’ve been here, 
Travis Airmen have done so 
much awesome for Air Mobil-
ity Command, the Air Force 
and our nation. I could take the 
rest of this article and try to list 
those things, but I want you to 
find the awesome. I challenge 
leaders at all levels across the 
base to find the awesome things 
Airmen are doing every day. 
This is an easy request as Team 
Travis Airmen approach their 
day-to-day tasks with a great 
attitude, enthusiasm and an 

innovative spirit.
Awesome exists every-

where. Our family members 
and community partners have 
their own special awesome that 
shines through. The awesome 
that exudes from our families 
and our community is amaz-
ing. An Airman’s primary duty 
is to be awesome. Our families 
and community partners each 
have many other things they 
need to get done, but always 
find time to support Team Tra-
vis and contribute their own 
blood, sweat and tears. Each 
of us should go find the awe-
some in a family member and 
community partner and thank 
them for doing the unasked and 
often unexpected, but always 
unselfish.

When you find awesome 
across the base and commu-
nity, I encourage you to high-
light it. That can be as simple 
as a smile and a thank you or as 
elaborate as writing an award 
or public interest story. That 
recognition of the awesome in 
that person might ignite or en-
flame a passion for continued 
service, encourage or validate 
a unique approach to solving a 
problem or it might show oth-
ers that being awesome is OK 
and help awesome to spread. 
Additionally, when you find the 
awesome, it does something to 
you. When I find the awesome, 
it inspires me, motivates me 
and helps fuel me. I challenge 
you to go find the awesome out 
there.

Since my first days at Ba-
sic Military Training, I have 
marveled at the Air Force’s 

ability to bring people togeth-
er from such diverse backgrounds 
to accomplish a common goal. 

Our first goal was simple: To 
effectively march in unison as a 
flight. That was possible not only 
because we shared one goal, but 
because we recognized our diver-
sity, embraced it and used it as a 
strength. It did not matter from 
where someone had come. As a 
team, we quickly realized those 
who excelled and utilized them to 
coach others in order to benefit the 

flight. The practice of appointing 
our best repeated itself throughout 
the balance of our training wheth-
er it was for dormitory inspections, 
expeditionary skills or on the drill 
pad.

During my career, I’ve had the 
good fortune to serve nine years 
as a first sergeant. In my first posi-
tion in that role, I was assigned to a 
technical training squadron. Each 
year, our unit would conduct a two-
day “Warrior Challenge” where the 
students were divided into teams 

and competed for excellence. The 
tasks included graded execution of 
drill, demonstration of knowledge 
of the Airman’s Handbook, utiliza-
tion of navigational skills, maneu-
vering an obstacle course and com-
pletion of several team-building 
exercises. Throughout these tasks, 
I observed the same pattern of be-
havior that I had witnessed during 
BMT. Repeatedly, the first actions 
were to identify the strengths of 
each team member and assign roles 
accordingly.

Some may see differences as an 
excuse to divide. Conversely, the 
Air Force celebrates our diversity 

and aptly utilizes the sum of our 
many talents. Each of us brings 
value to the force with our vari-
ous gifts and skills. Ironically, it is 
not only essential for the Air Force 
that we deliver our best, but it is re-
quired of us in order to excel and 
promote. For each of us who has the 
privilege to serve, there are multi-
ple people who would love to have 
the opportunity to serve in our Air 
Force, take our places and give 
their utmost to do so.

How many times in the past 
have you heard, “Airmen today are 
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1st Lt. Zach Gilbert, 21st Air-
lift Squadron pilot, helps load 
humanitarian aid onto a C-17 
Globemaster III aircraft from 
Travis Air Force Base, Calif., 
Sept. 22 at Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Lackland Kelly Field, Texas.
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the tailwind is published by the dai-
ly republic, Fairfield, california, a private 
firm in no way connected with the u.s. 
air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the 
tailwind is prepared by the 60th air mobil-
ity Wing public affairs office for its Web-
based product, the content for the tail-
wind is edited and prepared for print by 
the daily republic staff.

content of the tailwind is not necessar-
ily the official view of, nor is it endorsed 
by the u.s. Government, the department 
of defense or the department of the air 
Force.

the appearance of advertising in the  
publication, including inserts or  

supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the department of defense, 
the department of the air Force or the  
daily republic, of the products or services  
advertised.

everything advertised in the publication 
shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

correspondence can be sent to the  
60th air mobility Wing public affairs staff, 
tailwind, 400 Brennan circle, Bldg. 51, tra-
vis aFB, ca 94535-2150, faxed to 424-5936  
or emailed to tailwind@ travis.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday 
for the following Friday’s issue. swap ads 
must be brought to Bldg. 51 by noon mon-
day for possible print in that Friday’s is-
sue. emailed or faxed swap ads are not 
accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home 
delivery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 
today.

For information on paid advertising and 
on-base circulation, call 425-4646. corre-
spondence can be sent to: daily republic,  
1250 texas st., Fairfield, ca 94533 or 
faxed to 425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online 
at http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net.
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Name: 
Staff Sgt. Charles Rivezzo.

Unit:
60th Air Mobility Wing Public 
Affairs.

Duty title:
NCO in charge of community 
engagement.

Hometown: 
San Diego, California.

Time in service: 
Six years.

What are your goals?
Bachelor of the Arts in communi-
cation from Arizona State.

Family:
Spouse, Alyse.

What are your hobbies?
Sports, golf, working out.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Marrying the love of my life.

U.S. Air Force photo/H
eide Couch

BEEliners bring humanitarian aid to St. Croix
Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford

60th AiR MOBility WiNg

ST. CROIX, U.S. Virgin Islands – 
As U.S. Army and Marine Corps he-
licopters delivered humanitarian aid 
throughout St. Croix, a U.S. Air Force 
C-17 Globemaster III from Travis AFB, 
California, landed Sept. 23, at the Hen-
ry E. Rohlsen Airport, bringing human-
itarian aid to residents affected by Hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria. 

The C-17 crew assigned to the 21st 
Airlift Squadron, also known as BEElin-
ers, received the St. Croix humanitari-
an aid tasking after completing another 
humanitarian relief mission to Mexi-
co City.

“The two missions on this trip dem-
onstrated our rapid global mobili-
ty capabilities,” said Staff Sgt. Jacob 
Costello, 860th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron C-17 flying crew chief. “We 
were able to leave home station in a mo-
ment’s notice, make it down to March 
Air Reserve Base, fuel and load our air-
craft and make it all the way down to 
Mexico City in just one evening.”

At the request of the Mexican gov-
ernment, the crew delivered 67 U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
elite disaster team members and five ca-
nines, along with equipment and med-
ical supplies to Mexico’s capital to sup-
port search and rescue efforts after a 7.1 
magnitude earthquake struck the coun-
try Sept. 19.

The C-17 was on its way back to Cal-
ifornia after leaving Mexico City when 
the 618th Air Operations Center at Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois, contacted the 
crew with a new tasking in support of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency relief efforts in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

The 618th AOC coordinates an 

average of 900 airlift and air refueling 
missions each day. They can seamless-
ly redirect aircraft to support require-
ments for contingency or humanitarian 
relief operations.

“When we thought we were on our 

way home, we got an emergency tasking 
to deliver aid supplies to the people of St. 
Croix and diverted to Kelly Field (Tex-
as), to be ready to deliver those supplies 
when the airfield was ready for our air-
craft,” said Costello.

When missions change mid-flight, 
flexibility from the crew can be critical 
to mission success.

“C-17 crewmembers are used to rap-
idly changing missions and situations,” 

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford

Staff Sgt. Jacob Costello, 860th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron C-17 flying crew chief, performs engine maintenance on a Travis Air Force Base, 
Calif., C-17 Globemaster III delivering humanitarian aid Sept. 23 at the Henry E. Rohlsen Airport in St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. The C-17 
delivered 105,000 pounds and 18 pallets of water and Meals Ready to Eat to the island after it had sustained damage from Hurricane Maria.

See ST. CROIX Page 25
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821st CRG, 60th MDG, return after efforts
Staff Sgt. Nicole Leidholm

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Approximately 60 per-
sonnel from the 821st Con-
tingency Response Group 
and 60th Medical Group re-
turned back to Travis Air 
Force Base, California, re-
cently after supporting civ-
il authorities in Hurricane 
Irma relief efforts in Florida 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

From the initial days af-
ter the disaster to ongoing ef-
forts, multiple teams from 
Travis worked together to 
provide rapid, continuous 
humanitarian aid to those af-
fected in Florida and the Ca-
ribbean.

“There is an incredible 
amount of work that goes 
into any one of these mis-
sions,” said Lt. Col. Blaine 
Baker, 821st Contingency 
Response Squadron com-
mander. “Getting out the 
door was a colossal effort be-
tween the (contingency re-
sponse wing) and 60th (Air 
Mobility Wing).”

The 821st CRG worked 
hand-in-hand with the 60th 
AMW to prepare for its mis-
sion to Marathon Key, Flor-
ida.

“We have to prepare per-
sonnel to make sure all 
their requirements to de-
ploy are met in time and also 
our equipment,” said Baker. 
“There’s a lot of time and ef-
fort that needs to be put in, to 
make sure our equipment is 
prepared, making sure that 
it is working correctly, oper-
ating well, and then, to make 
sure that it’s ready to get on 
an aircraft and loaded as 
soon as possible.”

The 821st CRG facilitat-
ed relief supplies coming in 
and distributed them out to 
the Florida Keys while also 
working alongside U.S. Ma-
rines who provided fuel for 
the helicopters and National 
Guard Soldiers who provid-
ed air traffic control support.

“Our mission out there 
was to take our personnel 
and establish air mobility 

operations, the capability to 
upload and download mil-
itary aircraft as well as 
to provide air traffic con-
trol spacing and deconflic-
tion to ensure all the air-
craft could operate safely 
at Marathon (Internation-
al Airport),” said Baker. “In 
a very short time, we were 
able to download and distrib-
ute over 29,000 cases of wa-
ter and Meals-Ready-to-Eat 
to the local population. That 
was very fulfilling. The lo-
cal community was incred-
ibly supportive and appre-
ciative and a very humbling 
experience to be a part of 

that and see a vibrant and re-
silient community in Mara-
thon Key.”           

Additionally, a 23-person 
team from the 60th MDG 
worked with Health and 
Human Services, the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the local port 
authority and the Nation-
al Guard to evacuate 32 pa-
tients in critical condition 
from Roy Lester Schneider 
Region Medical Center in 
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands to St. Croix. Ten U.S. 
Navy helicopters transport-
ed the 32 patients and four 
evacuees.

“I’ve been doing aero-
medical evacuation for a lit-
tle over 12 years and I abso-
lutely love it,” said Lt. Col. 
Tanya Yelverton, 60th Med-
ical Support Squadron med-
ical service corps officer 
and en-route patient staging 
team commander. “Anything 
I can do to help and to be part 
of this mission and to help 
people in need, especially af-
ter such a big hurricane that 
took out the hospital. These 
patients needed to be evacu-
ated right away, we’re talk-
ing about the lives of pa-
tients. It means the world to 
me to be a part of this, I’m 

very grateful.”
There, the team staged 

and cared for the patients 
until they were prepared to 
be moved. Ten of the patients 
were moved to Puerto Rico 
on a Travis C-17. The other 
22 patients and four evacu-
ees were moved via FEMA 
planes to Puerto Rico.

“It was an incredible ex-
perience to see a need and 
meet that need for our fel-
low Americans,” said Baker. 
“We are watching Hurricane 
Maria now and making sure 
we are postured and that 
we have the capability to re-
spond as needed.”

Department of Defense photo/capt. lauren hill

A U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III from Travis Air Force Base, Calif., unloads medical equipment and personnel Sept. 8 from the 60th 
Medical Group on the island of St. Croix. The 60th MDG will provide aeromedical evacuation and emergency medical care to victims of 
Hurricane Irma in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford
60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

A C-17 Globemaster III from 
Travis Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia, arrived to Mexico City 
International Airport in sup-
port of earthquake relief efforts 
Sept. 21. 

The crew delivered 67 U.S. 
Agency for International De-
velopment elite disaster team 
members and five canines 
along with equipment and med-
ical supplies.

“The men and women of the 
USAR needed to get to Mexico 
to support the search and res-
cue operations after the earth-
quake,” said Capt. Kyle Brack-
ett, 21st Airlift Squadron. 
“Helping our allies when they 
are in need is one of the most 
important things we do as a na-
tion.”

All 67 USAID disaster team 
members are also part of the 
Los Angeles County Fire De-
partment Urban Search and 
Rescue Team and put past 
training and real-world expe-
riences to use for this mission.

“Several member of the 
team have traveled to other 

countries to conduct search and 
rescue operations during past 
disasters, including in Haiti, 
China, Nepal and Chile,” said 
Capt. Whit Gremillion, 21st 
Airlift Squadron aircraft com-
mander for this mission.  “They 
had flown with the Air Force 
before, and they were familiar 
with how we operate.”

At the request of the Mexi-
can government, the team ar-
rived in Mexico’s capital to sup-
port search and rescue efforts 
after a 7.1 magnitude earth-
quake struck the country Sept. 
19. The second earthquake in 
two weeks to strike Mexico col-
lapsed buildings and damaged 
highways while killing hun-
dreds of people.

The crew flew from Tra-
vis AFB to March Air Reserve 
Base Sept. 20 to load the air-
craft. March ARB aerial por-
ters worked with the crew 
through the night to load 76,000 
pounds of cargo bound for 
Mexico.

“The short notice tasking 
isn’t that out of the ordinary 
for C-17 crewmembers,” said 
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Travis delivers 
response team 
to Mexico City

u.s. Air force photo/Master sgt. Joseph swafford

Stephen Jones, a member of the Los Angeles County Fire Department 
and a U.S. Agency for International Development elite disaster team 
member, helps offload cargo Sept. 21 from a Travis Air Force Base, 
Calif., C-17 Globemaster III at the Mexico City International Airport.

Innovator powers Air Force asset
Lori A. Bultman

25th Air force

Editor’s name: Surnames 
are withheld for security pur-
poses.

u u u
JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-

NIO – LACKLAND, Texas — 
Among the nearly 30,000 Air-
men of 25th Air Force are a 
multitude of outstanding inno-
vators who, through hard work 
and diligence, make techno-
logical advancements that sig-
nificantly improve mission 
and training capabilities. 

Tech. Sgt. Christopher, 
a member of the Tactical 

Systems Operators’ Research 
and Development section, 25th 
Intelligence Squadron, is one 
of those innovators. His tech-
nical expertise and innovation 
led to the acquisition and de-
velopment of a wireless com-
mand and control network for 
remote emitters, according to 
his recent Air Force Achieve-
ment Medal citation. 

“Specifically, (Christopher) 
was able to procure two 
$50,000 portable towers that 
will be used to advance our 
training areas on the Eglin 
range,” said Master Sgt. Josh-
ua, Christopher’s supervisor.

“(Christopher) noticed the 

first tower sitting behind 
someone’s building not being 
used, so he asked if he could 
have it. With that, the snow-
ball effect of setting up re-
motely operated emitters for 
our training purposes was in 
full roll. Innovation seems to 
be born out of necessity and - 
with folks like (Christopher) 
and the rest of our Airmen in 
our small Research and De-
velopment shop - they are ex-
ceptional at acknowledging 
where we can improve using 
this kind of thinking,” his su-
pervisor said.

When Christopher began 

See MEXICO CITY Page 25

See INNOVATOR Page 24



Travis teams with Army to aid Puerto Rico
101st Airborne Division (Air  

Assault) Public Affairs

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. – 
A C-5M Super Galaxy aircraft 
assigned to the 22nd Airlift 
Squadron at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, carried Sol-
diers to Puerto Rico Sept. 27 
as part of a mission to support 
Hurricane Maria relief.

An element of the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault) 
deployed to Puerto Rico as part 
of the Defense Department’s 
Defense Support of Civil Au-
thorities efforts.

“There is no nobler task, no 
more profound depth of com-
mitment and no selfless ser-
vice greater than people help-
ing people, Americans helping 
Americans,” said Maj. Gen. 
Andrew Poppas, 101st ABN 
DIV (AASLT) commander. 
“This undertaking also speaks 
to the readiness of this division 
and its ability to accomplish 
any mission, at any time and in 
any place.”

The group, dubbed “Team 
Medevac,” consists of more 
than 70 personnel and eight 
HH-60 medevac Blackhawk 
helicopters from the 101st 
Combat Aviation Brigade, 101st 
ABN DIV (AASLT).

The Travis C-5M as well as 

another assigned to the 68th 
Airlift Squadron, 433rd Air-
lift Wing transported the per-
sonnel and equipment to José 
Aponte de la Torre Airport, in 
Ceiba, a coastal municipality 

on the northeast of the island.
“We have been called for-

ward and will provide a unique 
capability with our medevac 
helicopters,” said Maj. Kur-
tis P. Evick, Team Medevac 

commander.  “We will help 
save lives and mitigate suffer-
ing, and we will continue to 
serve the American people of 
Puerto Rico until we are no lon-
ger needed.”

The 22nd AS and 68th 
AS Airmen, and 101st ABN 
DIV (AASLT) Soldiers worked 
throughout the day, Sept. 26, to 
load the helicopters onto the air-
craft.

Once in Puerto Rico, the Air-
men and Soldiers will unload the 
helicopters.  The Soldiers will 
then place the aircraft into oper-
ation and conduct test flights be-
fore conducting their first mis-
sion.

“What’s happened in Puer-
to Rico is nothing short of a trag-
edy, and I am honored to sup-
port this relief effort and to help 
the citizens of our nation,” said 
1st. Sgt. Jason C. Straub, Team 
Medevac senior enlisted leader.  
“Our Soldiers are trained, our 
aircraft are prepped and we are 
ready to go.” 

Although the division relo-
cated many of its assets in prep-
aration to support Hurricane 
Irma relief efforts, this deploy-
ment will mark the first instance 
of hurricane relief in the 101st 
ABN DIV’s (AASLT) 75-year 
history. 

“The 101st Airborne Divi-
sion has responded to numer-
ous civil emergencies, but this 
is the first time we have sup-
ported commonwealth and fed-
eral officials to provide hurri-
cane relief,” said Lt. Col. Martin 
L. O’Donnell, 101st ABN DIV 
(AASLT) spokesperson.  “While 
noteworthy, the occurrence is 
not unique.  For the last 75 years, 
the division has responded to 
threats near and far.”
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274 Sunset Ave., Ste. C
SUISUN CITY

(Heritage Park)

(707) 422-7762

Catering & Delivery Available

Buy 3, Get 1 FREE
Buy three small, medium or large 
sandwiches & receive the fourth 

sandwich of equal or lesser value free.

$5.00 Off
Any Catering Order

of $40 or More

$1.00 Off
Any Size Combo Meal

FREE Chips
With the purchase  

of any sandwich

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

Coupon valid at Suisun City location only.  
Exp. 10/31/17. Not valid with any other o�er or coupon.

We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

U.S. Army photo/Andrew McClure

Soldiers with the 101st Combat Aviation Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) and Airmen assigned 
to the 22nd Airlift Squadron, 60th Air Mobility Wing stationed at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., load an HH-60 
medevac Black Hawk helicopter Sept. 26 into a C-5M Super Galaxy at Campbell Army Airfield. The helicopter is 
one of eight aircraft the division deployed Sept. 27 to Puerto Rico.

Follow @travisafb on Instagram

KC-10 shows off capabilities to CAP at Andrews
Douglas Kahn

GettysburG Civil Air PAtrol  
ComPosite squAdron 308

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, 
Md. — A Travis KC-10 Extend-
er was at Joint Base Andrews, 
Maryland for the 2017 open 
house and airshow, giving avi-
ation fans an up-close look at 
state-of-the-art U.S. Air Force 
aircraft. 

Aircrafts included were F-
15E Super Eagle, A-10C Thun-
derbolt II, C-5M Super Gal-
axy, C-17 Globemaster III, T-1A 
Jayhawk, C-32, KC-135 Strato-
tanker and two experimental 
aircraft in the USAF T-X pro-
gram the T-50 and the Textron 
AirLand Scorpion.

While at the airshow, the ca-
dets were exposed to sever-
al science, technology, engi-
neering and math booths run 
by active duty military person-
nel, NASA, the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and the USAF Of-
fice of Special Investigations. 
The cadets explained sever-
al of the degree granting pro-
grams in the STEM realm, the 
grades and procedures to be-
come a cadet.

The highlight was receiv-
ing information from the Tra-
vis-based flight crew of four, a 
pilot, co-pilot, flight engineer 
and boom operator. The air-
craft commander, a recent can-
cer survivor, explained how 
the KC-10 can transport up to 
75 people and nearly 170,000 
pounds of cargo a distance of 
about 4,400 miles unrefueled.

A modified Boeing Company 
DC-10, the KC-10A entered ser-
vice in 1981. Although it retains 
88 percent of systems common-
ality with the DC-10, it has ad-
ditional systems and equipment 
necessary for its Air Force mis-
sion. These additions include 
military avionics; aerial refu-
eling boom and aerial refueling 
hose and drogue; seated aerial 
refueling operator station; and 
aerial refueling receptacle and 
satellite communications.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, KC-10s 
have played a prominent role 
in the fight against terrorism. 
The KC-10 has flown more than 
350 missions guarding U.S. 
skies as a part of Operation No-
ble Eagle. During operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 

Freedom, KC-10s flew more 
than 10,000 missions delivering 
critical air refueling support to 
numerous joint and coalition 
receiver aircraft.

The Travis boom opera-
tor discussed the boom oper-
ator controls refueling opera-
tions through a digital, fly-by 
wire system. Sitting in the rear 
of the aircraft, the operator 
can see the receiver aircraft 
through a wide window. During 
boom refueling operations, fuel 
is transferred to the receiver at 
a maximum rate of 1,100 gal-
lons per minute; the hose and 
drogue refueling maximum 
rate is 470 gallons per minute. 
The automatic load alleviation 
and independent disconnect 
systems greatly enhance safety 
and facilitate air refueling. The 
KC-10 can be air-refueled by a 
KC-135 or another KC-10A to 
increase its delivery range.

The large cargo-loading 
door can accept most air forces’ 
fighter unit support equipment. 

The KC-10A is operated by 
the 305th Air Mobility Wing at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lake-
hurst, New Jersey; and the 
60th Air Mobility Wing, Tra-
vis AFB, California. Air Force 
Reserve Associate units are as-
signed to the 349th Air Mobili-
ty Wing at Travis, and the 514th 
Air Mobility Wing at JB MDL.
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u.s. Air Force photo

A KC-10 Extender pilot with the 6th Air Refueling Squadron at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., talks with the 
Gettysburg Composite Squadron 308 at the 2017 open house and airshow at Joint Base Andrews, Md. While 
at the airshow, the cadets were exposed to several science, technology, engineering and math booths run by 
active duty military personnel, NASA, the U.S. Air Force Academy and the USAF Office of Special Investigations.
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55th HMU: Ready to repair at a moment’s notice
Airman 1st Class  
Frankie D. Moore

355th Fighter Wing Public AFFAirs

DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ariz. — High 
above the desert mountains, 
an HH-60G Pave Hawk glided 
through the evening air. What 
was supposed to be a standard 
maneuvering exercise turned 
into an inflight emergency 
when the helicopter suffered a 
detrimental bird strike.

“The impact was enough for 
the pilots to decide to land the 
aircraft as soon as possible and 
see what was going on,” said 
Tech. Sgt. Jason Lesieur, 55th 
Helicopter Maintenance Unit 
flightline expeditor. “From 
there, we got a call saying 

that the aircraft had landed out 
in the middle of nowhere on the 
side of a mountain.”

When the coordinates of the 
aircraft were received, mid 
shift maintainers loaded the 
supplies needed for the job into 
trucks and rushed off to the 
landing zone.

It took the crew two hours 
to get close to the site, but be-
cause of the nature of the land-
ing, the rest of the journey had 
to be made on foot. The Airmen 
grabbed their gear and trekked 
for one mile through a moun-
tainous terrain.

“The guys were sent out to 
initially see what was wrong 
with the motor,” Lesieur said. 
“They found out the blades on 

Space commanders 
address operations

Secreatary of the Air Force  
Public Affairs

NATIONAL HARBOR,  
Md. — Several of the Air 
Force’s space commanders 
spoke on a panel about the sig-
nificance of Air Force space op-
erations and its undeniable im-
portance to national defense 
during the Air Force Associa-
tion Air, Space and Cyber Con-
ference Sept. 19, 2017.

The Air Force is the lead 
service for space and has the 
vast majority of the Defense 
Department’s space systems, 
personnel and budget with 
36,000 Airmen at 134 different 
locations. 

The panel highlighted that 

space capabilities provide an 
unmatched advantage to joint 
warfighters on the battlefield, 
a fact that has not gone unno-
ticed by potential adversaries. 
This means space assets, like 
GPS, which allow directions on 
smart phones, and other com-
plicated networks that enable 
multi-domain command and 
control, are more threatened.

“Largely, since 1991, our Air 
Force has been focused on inte-
grating space capabilities into 
theater operations, and we have 
done so in a relatively benign 
domain,” said Gen. Jay Ray-
mond, commander of Air Force 
Space Command. 

As space rapidly evolves into 
See OPERATIONS Page 19

An HH-60G Pave 
Hawk awaits a 

new engine after 
an emergency 

landing  
Sept. 6 near 

a mountain in 
central Arizona. 

Maintainers 
from the 55th 

Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit 
at Davis-Monthan 

Air Force Base, 
Ariz., arrived at 
the landing site 
and performed 

an engine swap in 
less than  

48 hours. 
courtesy photo

See REPAIR Page 23
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Journey leads to higher calling
Master Sgt. Eric M. Sharman

386th Air ExpEditionAry Wing  
public AffAirs

SOUTHWEST ASIA — In 
Abak, Nigeria, Dec. 8, 1974, a 
mother, nine-months pregnant, 
feels that her baby is ready 
to arrive. The duration of the 
journey to the hospital is longer 
than her new child can wait. 
She gives birth to her fourth 
child on the side of the road.

“So, I’ve always been on the 
road,” laughed Capt. Emmanu-
el Enoh, 386th Air Expedition-
ary Wing Catholic chaplain. “I 
was the one who was always 
going somewhere, like when I 
went away to boarding school, 
or left the country for college 
and again for missionary work. 
I was born on the road, and I’ve 
been traveling it all my life.”

Raised in Nigeria, his home-
town was frequently a host 
for Irish-Catholic missionaries, 
from whom Enoh took inspira-
tion. From a young age, he was 
fascinated with their devotion 
and the great risks they took 
on their missions. He studied 
them at the Catholic boarding 
school he attended as a child.

“I was fascinated with what 
they did, even going back to the 

1700s,” said Enoh. “They would 
cross the seas; many of them 
dying on the voyage, and more 
contracting malaria when they 
arrived in Africa. I wondered 
what inspired them. What was 
their secret that in the face of 
death, they were not deterred?”

This curiosity led him into 
missionary work. He joined a 
hometown missionary group 
and entered the priesthood in 
Owensboro, Kentucky, after 
completing his master of divin-
ity degree.

Enoh’s first assignment as 
a priest was to the Saints Pe-
ter and Paul Catholic Church in 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, thir-
ty minutes from Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky. It was there 
that Enoh had his first experi-
ence with the military through 
a nearby mental health facil-
ity. He received a call, saying 
that a post-traumatic stress dis-
order patient needed to talk to 
a priest.

“The patient was suffering 
from her experiences in the 
Iraq war,” recalled Enoh. “She 
just wanted to talk about her 
experiences, so we spent the 
whole night talking. I couldn’t 
relate to her experiences, but 
by being there and letting her 

talk, it gave her comfort. That 
experience drew me to serve as 
a military chaplain.’”

He entered the Air Force 
Reserve as an individual mobi-
lization augmentee, assigned to 
the 42nd Air Base Wing, Max-
well Air Force Base, Alabama. 
After a year of reserve duty, he 
came on to active-duty and was 
reassigned to the 97th Air Mo-
bility Wing, Altus AFB, Okla-
homa. Enoh’s service has given 
him a broader perspective on 
the differences between serv-
ing his parish and serving his 
country. He understands that 
while he is still a Catholic priest 
conducting the services asso-
ciated with that role, his du-
ties are to serve all Airmen, re-
gardless of faith.

“The person who needs help 
isn’t necessarily Christian, or 
Muslim or any religion,” ex-
plained Enoh. “They might 
just need another person to lis-
ten, or show them direction. It’s 
about being there for the Air-
men, not necessarily giving 
them my perspective as a Cath-
olic priest.”

As an Airman, Enoh has em-
braced the Comprehensive Air-
man Fitness model, comprised 

u.s. Air force photo/Master sgt. Eric M. sharman

Capt. Emmanuel Enoh, 386th Air Expeditionary Wing Catholic chaplain, reads a prayer from the Missal. 
The Missal is a liturgical book containing all instructions and texts necessary for the celebration of Mass 
throughout the year.

See CALLING Page 24
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Air Force leaders address aircrew crisis
Secretary of the Air Force  

Public Affairs

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, 
Md. — More than 60 Air Force 
senior leaders discussed the 
Air Force’s aircrew crisis 
which has left the service more 
than 1,500 pilots short of its re-
quirements Sept. 22 at Joint 
Base Andrews, Maryland.

“We are in a crisis,” said Air 
Force Chief of Staff Gen. David 
L. Goldfein. “We’re 1,500 pilots 
short, and if we don’t find a way 
to turn this around, our abili-
ty to defend the nation is com-
promised.”

Throughout the day, Gold-
fein challenged presenters and 
leaders to develop new and cre-
ative solutions for problems 
ranging from pilot training 
limitations to filling staff posi-
tions to retention.

“We need to stay focused,” 
said Goldfein. “We’re doing 
this to increase the readiness 
and lethality of the force. This 
is a warfighting imperative.”

The 2017 Aircrew Summit is 

part of the Air Force’s Aircrew 
Crisis Task Force’s ongoing ef-
forts to address the service’s 
growing shortage of experi-
enced aircrew. Air Force senior 
leaders from the headquar-
ters, major commands and oth-
er experts discussed strategies, 
plans and initiatives falling un-
der the ACTF’s seven lines of 
effort: requirements, acces-
sions, production, absorption, 
retention, sortie production and 
industry collaboration. 

“We presented some ideas 
to General Goldfein that are 
the first steps in completely 
changing how the Air Force re-
cruits, trains, manages and em-
ploys our aircrew,” said Brig. 
Gen. Mike Koscheski, the Air 
Force’s Aircrew Crisis Task 
Force director. 

Leaders at the summit were 
briefed on proposed retention 
initiatives to limit and incen-
tivize non-command 365-day 
deployments, production ini-
tiatives that prioritize flying 
training and offer alternative 

U.S. Air Force photo/Scott M. Ash

Maj. Gen. Lawrence Martin, assistant deputy under Secretary of the Air Force for Internal Affairs, listens as 
Capt. Michael Byrnes, Chief of Staff doctoral scholar, briefs attendees about pilot retention Sept. 22 at the 
annual Air Crew Summit at Joint Base Andrews, Md.See AIRCREW Page 22
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Afghans receive first UH-60s
Tech. Sgt. Veronica Pierce

438th Air ExpEditionAry Wing  
And trAin, AdvisE, Assist  

CommAnd-Air publiC AffAirs

KANDAHAR AIR FIELD, 
Afghanistan — The first two 
Afghan air force UH-60 Black-
hawk helicopters arrived at 
Kandahar Airfield. 

The UH-60s are the first to 
be delivered to the AAF un-
der the Aviation Transition and 
Modernization program. The 
plan to modernize and increase 
the AAF fleet will provide fire-
power and mobility enabling 
the Afghan National Defense 
and Security Forces to bring a 
decisive advantage to the fight 
against anti-government forc-
es. 

The first group of UH-60s 
will remain at Kandahar Air-
field, where flight training for 
Afghan pilots is slated to be-
gin in October. Air advisers as-
signed to Train, Advise, Assist 
Command-Air, 738th Air Expe-
ditionary Advisory Group, will 
oversee the training program. 
Over the coming years, addi-
tional Blackhawks will be dis-
tributed to four primary AAF 

bases throughout Afghanistan. 
“The AAF has grown in the 

last year and they’re asymmet-
ric effects are changing the 
battlefield,” said Col. Arman-
do Fiterre, 738th AEAG com-
mander, TAAC-Air. “As the 
AAF mission grows they are 
becoming a more modernized, 
sustainable and more capable 
air force.” 

The UH-60s are just part 
of the plan to modernize and 

expand the AAF. Additions to 
its current fleet will increase 
strike aircraft numbers from 
58 to 173, while its rotary air-
craft fleet will increase from 74 
to 173.  

“The Blackhawks will grad-
ually be replacing the Mi-17 
in the AAF inventory over the 
next few years,” said Brig. Gen. 
Phillip Stewart, commander of 
the 438th Air Expeditionary 

u.s. Air force photos/tech. sgt. veronica pierce

An Afghan air force UH-60 is towed as two AAF A-29s taxi for takeoff Sept. 18 at Kandahar Airfield, 
Afghanistan. The UH-60 was the first to arrive in Afghanistan as part of modernization efforts to transition the 
AAF to a more sustainable and modern helicopter fleet.

An Afghan air force UH-60 is off loaded from a C-17 Globemaster, Sept. 
18 at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan.

See UH-60S Page 23

A-10 demo team to 
perform in 2018
355 Fighter Wing Public Affairs

DAvIS-MONTHAN AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ariz — The 
U.S. Air Force A-10 demon-
stration team will once again 
display the capabilities of the 
Thunderbolt II at approxi-
mately 14 shows throughout 
the 2018 airshow season.

The A-10 demonstration 
team last flew in 2011. The 
A-10 flew exclusively with the 
Air Force Heritage Flight pro-
gram in 2012 and 2017.

Specifically designed for 
close air support, the Thun-
derbolt II’s combination of 
high and low speed maneu-
verability, long loiter time and 

accurate weapons delivery has 
proven an important asset in 
Air Force operations through-
out history. 

The aerial demonstration 
team is sponsored by Air Com-
bat Command and assigned 
to Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base, Arizona. The team pilot 
is Capt. Cody Wilton.

The team’s schedule is cur-
rently being built. Airshow co-
ordinators interested in book-
ing the A-10 demonstration 
team should send requests to 
acc.a3ta@us.af.mil.

Questions should be direct-
ed to the 355th FW Public Af-
fairs office at 520-228-3407 or 
355wgpa@us.af.mil.
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AF, Army partnership feeds warfighter
Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Hehnly

386th Air ExpEditionAry Wing  
public AffAirs

SOUTHWEST ASIA — 
The 386th Air Expedition-
ary Wing plays a major logis-
tical role in delivering critical 
supplies to the frontlines in 
the war against the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria. One of 
the ways the 386th AEW sup-
ports the Combined Joint Task 
Force-Operation Inherent Re-
solve mission is by conduct-
ing airdrops to move supplies 
downrange. 

The airdrop missions flown 
by the 386th AEW’s aircrews 
are the direct result of a work-
ing partnership between the 
Air Force and Army. At the 
heart of that partnership is 
the relationship between the 
Army parachute riggers and 
the Air Force loadmasters. 

“Whether in theater or 
back in garrison, we are con-
stantly working with different 
air wings from across the Air 
Force,” said Army Staff Sgt. 
Justin Devaul, a parachute rig-
ger assigned to an Army spe-
cial operations forces group. 
“They are either flying to our 
station or we are going tempo-
rary duty to their station, and 
they are getting certified on 
different types of air bundles 

while we are staying proficient 
at our jobs. So it’s never end-
ing. We need the Air Force in 
order for any of this to hap-
pen.” 

The airdrop process be-
gins with the Army parachute 
riggers who receive a supply 

request from warfighters on 
the frontlines. The requests 
range from food and water to 
ammunition and special equip-
ment. Whether it’s a routine 
re-supply or an emergency re-
supply, the riggers quickly get 
to work palletizing and rigging 

up the materials. 
“Our process is very impor-

tant because once we receive 
the request on what they need 
we have a limited time, so if 
we rig the wrong thing or rig 
a malfunction into an airdrop, 

Program 
helps  
Airmen 
at time 
of need

Kat Bailey
Air forcEs pErsonnEl cEntEr  

public AffAirs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — To-
day’s American Airmen do the 
impossible every day. They pur-
sue their mission with excel-
lence and integrity to become 
leaders and warriors, providing 
help to a world in need. 

However, even Airmen need 
help at times, especially if an 
acute problem occurs with a 
family member. 

The Humanitarian Reassign-
ment and Deferment Program, 
run by the Air Force Personnel 
Center, assists active-duty Air-
men in resolving severe, short-
term problems involving a fam-
ily member while Airmen 
continue to meet the needs of the 
Air Force. 

“The spirit and intent of the 
program is to place the Airman 
at the closest location to where 
the problem exists,” said Kim-
berly Schuler, Humanitarian 
Assignment Policy chief. “Typ-
ically, a reassignment or defer-
ment is a one-time action to re-
solve a critical problem with a 
family member within a reason-
able period of time, normally 12 
months.” 

The definition of “family 
member” for the Humanitari-
an Program is limited to spouse; 
child; parents, to include in-laws 
and stepparents; person in loco 
parentis; or other persons actu-
ally residing in the household 
who are dependent on the Air-
man for more than half of their 
financial support. 

“We often get asked about 
siblings,” Schuler said. “That’s 
always a tough one because sib-
lings aren’t within the scope of 

u.s. Air force photo/tech. sgt. Jonathan hehnly

Army Sgt. Timothy Williams, a parachute rigger assigned to the 824th Quartermaster Company, and Army 
Staff Sgt. Justin Devaul, a parachute rigger assigned to an Army special operations forces unit, work 
together to build an airdrop bundle of meals, ready-to-eat for forward deployed troops at an undisclosed 
location Sept. 6 in Southwest Asia.

See FEEDS Page 22

See NEED Page 19
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ANG Airmen provide response
Master Sgt. Paul Gorman

115th Fighter Wing Public AFFAirs

ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIR-
GIN ISLANDS — Air Nation-
al Guard units from three 
U.S. states combined assets, 

manpower and expertise to 
provide critical control of mil-
itary airlift to the heavily bat-
tered island of St. Thomas in 
the wake of Hurricane Irma.

Airmen from the 133rd 
Airlift Wing in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota; 146th AW in Ca-
marillo, California and 161st 
Air Refueling Wing in Phoe-
nix demonstrated the real 
world capability of the airlift 
control flight Sept. 9 as they 

MQ-9 pilot gives back
Airman 1st Class  
James Thompson

432nd Wing/432nd  
Air exPeditionAry Wing

CREECH AIR FORCE 
BASE, Nev. — Service is defined 
as unrelenting devotion to one’s 
duty to his or her country. It’s 
one of the core values instilled 
into every Airman . However, for 
one Airman, it also means giving 
back to his community. 

For the last eight years, Capt. 
Victor, 17th Attack Squadron 
MQ-9 Reaper pilot , has spent 
most of his days off volunteer-
ing with science, technology, en-
gineering and math programs 
centered on mentoring the youth 
and hopefully inspiring the next 
generation of scientists and en-
gineers.

“The Great Minds in STEM 
organization is a very large en-
gineering organization for His-
panics and they aim to do a lot of 
the same things that I am doing 
in the community, which is to in-
spire youth, especially underrep-
resented Latino youth to pursue 
engineering in math and science 
professionally and at the univer-
sity level,” said Victor.

Victor began his endeavor 
while he was in high school and 
has personally mentored hun-
dreds of students. He’s kept up 
his involvement throughout his 
time serving and his contribu-
tions have spanned across two 
Air Force duty assignments.

“More recently, the last four 
years, I have probably individ-
ually mentored around 70 or so 
students and reached dozens 
more in discussions,” said Vic-
tor. “The individual mentorship 
is really where students succeed. 
That constant mentorship inter-
action and leadership can help 
mold them into the professionals 
we need for the future.”

He was recently award-
ed the League of United Latin 
American Citizens Excellence 
and Service Award, Air Com-
bat Command’s National Pub-
lic Service Award and the Great 
Minds in STEM Hispanic Engi-
neering National Achievement 
Awards Conference Military 
Hero Award for his efforts. 

“I went to a title one school 
and there were a group of people 
who were in this program called 
the National Hispanic Institute,” 
said Victor. “NHI is a nation-
al organization and they identi-
fy (Hispanic) youth to teach them 
the basics of speech, debate, 
mock trials and public speaking 
and through that teach them the 
professional skills that will aid 
them through life.” 

Reflecting on the opportu-
nities he had in high school, he 
wanted to use his own experi-
ences as a lesson for young stu-
dents who may be having second 
thoughts about pursuing higher 
education. 

“Whenever I went to college, 
I was fortunate to be accepted 
to the Air Force Academy and 
while there, I saw that we had 
so many amazing resources at 
the university and what I want-
ed more than anything was to 
share that with the community,” 
he said.

Although the organization 
helped shape Victor’s profession-
al development and outlook, the 
Houston native explained that 
despite being used to living and 
working in a drastically diverse 
environment, his experiences at 
the academy were culturally lim-
ited at the time. 

“Whenever I went to college 
for the first time, I was some-
what aware that I was actually a 
minority. What I found was that 
many people weren’t very well 

u.s. Air national guard photo/Master sgt. Paul gorman

Master Sgt. Matt Hill, air transportation specialist with the Air National Guard’s 133rd Airlift Wing in 
Minneapolis, Minn., directs the offload of food and supplies Sept. 15 at Cyril E. King Airport in St. Thomas, 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

See RESPONSE Page 21

See PILOT Page 24
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Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman
60th Air Mobility Wing

“You have stage two unfavorable 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma.”

Those were the words Staff Sgt. Te-
resa Monteon heard her doctor say 
on Oct. 19, 2015. The weight of those 
words hit her hard and she cried.

“I was scared,” said Monteon. “My 
whole world just shifted. I was so ex-
cited to come to Travis and work in 
the intensive care unit. It was a great 
chance for me to be a medic and I was 
looking forward to testing my skills 
and facing new challenges. When the 
doctor said that, I felt like my whole 
world was pulled from me.”

Monteon, a medic from San Jose, 
California, joined the Air Force in Jan-
uary 2010 and arrived at Travis Air 
Force Base, California in May 2015. 
She was assigned to work in the ICU 
at David Grant USAF Medical Center. 
However, she discovered a lump on 
the left side of her neck in August 2015 
that would change everything.

“It was probably the size of a golf 
ball and egg combined, she said.” “I 
thought it could be cancer.”

One week later, Monteon was eval-
uated by her primary care manag-
er, who referred her to a specialist in 
DGMC’s general surgery office.

He thought it was probably a 
clogged lymph node and instructed 
Monteon to apply a warm compress to 
it and come back in a month, she said. 
A month later, she returned and the 
lump was the same size.

At that appointment Monteon was 
referred to the radiology clinic for a 
CT scan. After the CT scan was con-
ducted, she said she knew something 
wasn’t right after seeing the looks on 
the technicians’ faces.

“I know that face, that ‘something’s 
wrong’ face,” she said. “All medics 
have it when we see something scary. I 
knew something was wrong.”

The following week, Monteon was 
scheduled for a biopsy, a procedure 
where a sample of tissue is taken from 
the body to examine it more closely.

The results were shocking to hear.
“The interventional radiology sur-

geon said, ‘I hate to be the one to tell 
you this, but I’m 90 percent sure it’s 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma,’” said Monteon. 
“I was shocked. I didn’t know how to 
process that information.”

Hearing those words felt like being 

slammed in the face, she said.
Additional testing confirmed Mon-

teon had Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a can-
cer of the lymphatic system, which is 
part of the immune system. This form 
of cancer causes cells to grow abnor-
mally, which could lead to cancer-
ous cells spreading to other parts of 
the body. As the disease progresses, it 
compromises the body’s ability to fight 
infection.

Master Sgt. Jennifer Mitchell, now 
the 343rd Reconnaissance Squadron 
first sergeant at Offutt AFB, Nebras-
ka, was working as the ICU flight chief 
on the day Monteon received her di-
agnosis.

“One of the nurses called me and 
said ‘We need you to come downstairs 
right away,’” said Mitchell. “I ran 
down the stairs and Monteon was on 
the bed crying. The doctor confirmed 
she had Hodgkin’s lymphoma. I know 
for her it was devastating, and I felt the 
same way. To see such a young person 
go through cancer knowing how dif-
ficult that would be…to know she was 
going to have to go through that just 
broke my heart.”

Tests revealed cancerous tumors 
on the left side of Monteon’s neck and 
chest above her heart. She began che-
motherapy on Oct. 26, 2015. The treat-
ments took a profound effect on her, 
both physically and mentally.

“I was extremely nauseous and 
tired instantly after the first treat-
ment and I had treatments every two 
weeks,” said Monteon. “That first 
week after two or three days, my body 
was really heavy, I had immense fa-
tigue. It’s not like you can sleep and be 
better. You’re just always tired. I lost 
all energy. Even getting dressed was 
difficult.”

Monteon also experienced blisters 
in her mouth, as well as severe bone 
and jaw pain.

An avid runner and hiker prior to 
her diagnosis, she shared what it felt 
like not being able to do the things she 
loved.

“I would get so winded just trying 
to walk around my apartment com-
plex,” she said. “I cried because I 
couldn’t walk as far as I did before I 
got sick. It was so frustrating because I 
couldn’t run or train.”

At one point, Monteon wondered 
if she should even wear the Air Force 
uniform.

“When I was bald, people would 

stare and I felt like people were tak-
ing pity on me and I hated that feeling 
because I didn’t want pity,” she said. 
“I have an image in my head of what 
it means to wear the (Air Force) uni-
form. It means you’re doing well in 
life, you’re healthy and able to contrib-
ute to the mission. I didn’t feel like I 
should’ve been wearing (the uniform) 
because I was so sick.”

“It was so hard for me to come into 
work and put a smile on my face be-
cause I felt like I didn’t represent the 
image the Air Force should uphold,” 
she said.  

While Monteon battled through this 
difficult time, she said her friends and 
Air Force family supported her in sev-
eral ways.

Mitchell attended every one of 
Monteon’s chemo treatments, checked 
on her while she was hospitalized with 
an intestinal infection and even went 
grocery shopping for her.

“She needed support, physical-
ly and mentally, and she needed to 
know she wasn’t alone,” said Mitchell. 
“I’m a huge believer in people always 
come first. Her health and getting her 
through those difficult days was the 
No. 1 priority. Some days, I had to give 
some tough love and ensure she took in 
fluids and ate. Other times, I made her 
laugh or simply held her hand.”

While Monteon was hospitalized for 
nine days due to neutropenic entero-
colitis, an acute life-threatening con-
dition, she was on a strict diet of clear 
fluids. Mitchell provided the staff ser-
geant with a reason to laugh.

Monteon was eating popsicles and 
she threw up after she ate a lot of 
them, said Mitchell.

“At least it smells good,” said 
Mitchell with a smile. “It smelled 
like grape popsicles. Just making her 
laugh, holding her hand and just being 
there for her for whatever she needed 
was the most important thing. I want-
ed to take her pain away, but unfortu-
nately, I couldn’t.”

Tech. Sgt. Krystal Foster, 60th Di-
agnostics and Therapeutics Squadron 
noncommissioned officer in charge of 
patient tray services and one of Monte-
on’s friends, visited her often.  

“I cooked for her, brought her food, 
played video games with her, joined 
her for walks and even spent the first 
night of her hospitalization with her,” 
said Foster. “Whatever she needed, I 
was there.”

Foster said she’s proud of how her 
friend faced each day.

“She never gave up and she was 
always smiling,” said Foster. “Even 
when she lost her hair, she didn’t let 
anyone know that it bothered her. She 
had the strength to endure and push 
through everything.”

Monteon underwent four months of 
chemotherapy receiving her last treat-
ment on Feb. 16, 2016. She also under-
went a month of proton therapy, a form 
of radiation treatment, in San Diego.

On April 25, 2016, her oncologist 
told her she was in remission, she said. 
While she is aware cancer could re-
turn to her body, Monteon is wasting 
no time living the life she loves.

In November 2016, she traveled to 
St. Lucia, an island nation in the east-
ern Caribbean Sea for six days. While 
there, she went zip-lining, kayaking, 
hiking, snorkeling and bathed in vol-
canic mud.

She also ran her first Reebok Spar-
tan Race that month in Sacramento, 
California. Spartan races are endur-
ance events ranging in distance from 
3 to 14 miles. During a race, partic-
ipants are required to overcome be-
tween 20 and 35 obstacles.

“Running is how I destress and re-
lax,” said Monteon. “Going from being 
barely able to go up my stairs to run-
ning 4.3 miles while overcoming ob-
stacles and challenging myself again 
felt amazing.”

Monteon has also completed Spar-
tan races in Monterey and San Jose, 
California. She plans on completing 
her fourth race Sept. 30 and is plan-
ning trips to Australia and Italy.

She said her cancer battle taught 
her a valuable life lesson, one she 
wants to share with her fellow Air-
men.

“The biggest take away for me is 
knowing there’s going to be adversity 
and challenges in life, but what mat-
ters is getting yourself back up,” she 
said. “Whatever challenge you’re fac-
ing, it’s likely for a very short period in 
your life and there’s so much out there 
to experience.”

“Airmen need to know there’s al-
ways a light at the end of the tunnel. 
If you’re stressed, get outside of your 
head and try something fun. Think 
positively. If you believe and say ‘I’ll 
get better,’ you will. You have the pow-
er within yourself to make your life 
better.

Staff sergeant shows resiliency in fight with cancer

2) Staff Sgt. Teresa Monteon, 60th Medical Group training manager from San Jose, Calif., 
displays some of her Reebok Spartan Race medals Sept. 22 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 
After a five-month battle with cancer, Monteon completed three Spartan races. She plans on 
running her fourth Spartan race on Sept. 30 in Olympic Valley, Calif. 3) Monteon sits in her 
hospital bed during a nine-day hospitalization at DGMC in December 2016. Monteon was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma and is now in remission after undergoing five months 
of chemotherapy and one month of proton therapy. 4) Chemotherapy medication waits to be 
administered Feb. 16, 2016, to Monteon.

U.S. Air Force photo/tech. Sgt. James hodgman

1) Staff Sgt. Teresa Monteon, 60th Medical Group training manager, poses for a photo with her Reebok Spartan Race 
medals Sept. 22 outside David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.
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Military Identification Card front and back; 2) 
Passport photo taken in the past six months; 3) 
Supporting document(s), proof of U.S. 
citizenship certified copy with state or county 
seal, if it involved a name change submit a 
court order or marriage certificate. Passport 
application cannot be handwritten and printed 
back to back and must be completed online 
with 2D barcode at website https://pptform.
state.gov and/or https://travel.state.gov. For 
more information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 
Hometown News Release, visit https://jhns.
release.dma.mil/public and fill out the 
information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. For more 
information, email lgbtalliance707@gmail.com 
or call 707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their family members are eligible 
for free admission from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. 1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in 
Vallejo. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at 
Bldg. 791. All deployers are fit as necessary. 
For more information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, Basic Ridervs 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DOD 
and NAF folks. Family members welcome, but 
must cover own costs. All registrations done via 
phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 

more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, 
does not apply to medical establishments, 
applying for government-issued, no-fee 
passport and other U.S. government agencies 
in the performance of official government 
business. This requirement does not apply to 
minors ages 16 or younger. However, it applies 
to sponsors. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Delta Breeze Club. For more 
information, call Mark Raymond at 707-416-
5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It 
is the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve.  
If you would like to apply for a volunteer slot 
and have three hours or more to give, call 
707-424-3905.

SGLI and vRED. The Record of 
Emergency Data, aka vRED, and the 
Servicemembers Group Life Insurance form 
are two of the most-critical documents a 
service member is responsible for maintaining 
throughout a military career. Commanders, 
Casualty Assistance personnel and Mortuary 
Affairs personnel rely heavily on these two 
documents as a vital source of information 
when a crisis occurs resulting in serious injury 
or death of the service member.

60th Air Mobility Wing Information 
Protection Office. The office has the 
following walk-in customer service window 
hours: 8 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday as well as window hours 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Friday. For emergencies, call 
707-424-3114.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Toastmasters. The Travis Toastmasters 
meets at noon on the first and third Tuesday of 

the month in the USO Lounge. Toastmasters is 
an organization that helps people practice 
communication, as well as build on skills they 
already have. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information, call Nicole Culberhouse at 
478-273-1760.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 
707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop 
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea 
at 707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.
mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney 
and notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 
to make an appointment.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

• Cheryl Brown, 60th Air Mobility Wing.
• Timothy Miller, 60th Medical Support 

Squadron.
The VLTP allows an employee who has a 

medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 1 p.m. third Saturday of the 
month at Nut Tree Airport. For more 
information, call James Harris at 707-631-
6361.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO building 1348. Served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For 
active duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Art, Wine & Chocolate Festival. 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Oct. 7, Suisun City waterfront, Main 
and Solano Streets. Free admission. http://
suisunwaterfront.com.

News Notes
Road construction. Takes place at the 

intersection of Air Base Parkway at Clay Bank 
Road from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Oct. 5. Expect 
delays in each direction, as lanes will be controlled 
down to one in each direction. Due to this work, 
Clay Bank Road will be shut down with limited 
access Sept. 14-16. East and westbound traffic on 
Air Base Parkway attempting to use Clay Bank 
Road will be detoured onto Dover Avenue and 
Peabody Road, respectively. Traffic control and 
detour sign will be in place to assist drivers.

Flu shots available. Influenza season is 
rapidly approaching. Active duty members can 
annual get flu shots beginning Monday at the 
David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air 
Force Base, California. All other TRICARE 
beneficiaries can get immunized beginning Sept. 
18. Flu shots are available in the Influenza Room, 
which is located on the first floor across from 
Internal Medicine. Flu shots are strongly 
recommended for high-risk populations, which 
includes children 5 years and younger, adults age 
65 and older and pregnant women. For more infor-
mation, call the Allergy and Immunization Clinic 
at 707-423-5107.

Passport service. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 1 at 
the Fairfield Post Office in Fairfield, Calif. 
Applications are taken on a walk-in basis. For 
information about required application forms or 
more information, call 877-487-2778 or email 
npic@state.gov.

Beautiful You Event. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 
13 at the Travis Family Homes Community Center.  
This is a free spa event for everyone on base to 
enjoy the many spa services.

Lace Up for Domestic Violence and 
Breast Cancer Awareness 5k Fun Run/Walk. 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Oct. 18 at the Travis Family Homes 
Community Center. Registration begins at 4:30 
p.m. and the event begins at 5 p.m. There will be 
guest speakers  and prizes for the participants with 
the best purple outfit and pink outfit. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their families.

Hire G.I. event. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 19 at 
the Delta Breeze Club. Register at hiregi.com.

60th FSS
Events and information

Volunteer coaches. To volunteer, call 
707-424-5392 or pickup your volunteer packet at the 
Youth Center.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit http://www.

travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
News and information

Position available. The following 
non-personal service position is open for bid: 
Catholic parish coordinator. Basic specifications 
and qualifications can be found in the Statement 
of Work. No demonstration of skills is required. 
This contract will be awarded based on the “best 

value” to the government. Submit sealed bids by 
noon Nov. 2. Interested individuals should email 
Ch. Philip Smith to request a statement of work, 
application procedures letter, and basis of award 
letter. For more information contact Ch. Philip 
Smith at 424-3217 or philip.smith.31@us.af.mil

Recurring events
Catholic

Twin Peaks Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 

Sunday.
• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon appoint-
ment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, RE 

Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday and 
Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, except for federal 
holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., 
Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military 

relations representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 

6-month-olds through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 

first Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at Bldg 1348. Home-cooked meal 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed at 7 p.m. by Bible 
study.

u u u
For more information about chapel programs, 

call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence 
to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis 
AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association “Walter 
E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General membership 
meetings are at 3 p.m. on the second Friday of 
every month at Wingman’s in the Delta Breeze 
Club. For more information, contact Senior Master 
Sgt. Angell Nichols or Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden 
de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday and 
4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. For 
more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit the 
Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine at 
David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an 
emergency on base. Those using government or 
home phones can call 911. For more information, 
call the Travis Air Force Base Fire Prevention Office 
at 707-424-3683.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station Project. 
Located at Peabody Road and Vanden Road in 
Fairfield with a six-lane overpass. Construction is 
scheduled for completion in October. For more 
information, visit http://bit.ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. The 
Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for infants 8 
weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. Thursdays 
at the First Street Chapel Annex. For more 
information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress Peer 
Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 p.m. the 
first Tuesday of every month at the Balfour Beatty 
Community Center and from 1-2 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at The Peak. For more 
information, contact Amber Quirate and Jessica 
Soto at 501-231-7756 or email travsopcom-
batptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government no-fee 
passports must now include: 1) A photocopy of 
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Airmen complete FtAC

U.S. Air Force photo/2nd Lt. Sarah Johnson

Congratulations to the latest Airmen to complete the First Term Airman Center 
course. Alphabetically: Airman 1st Class Mason Anderson, 921st Contingency Re-
sponse Squadron; Airman Tanner Anderson, 60th Logistics Readiness Squadron; 
Airman 1st Class Enrico Aquino, 860th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron; Airman 
Gethyn Berner, 21st Airlift Squadron; Airman 1st Class Marcello Chavez, 60th Diag-
nostics and Therapeutics Squadron; Airman 1st Class Marcus Grant, 60th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron; Airman 1st Class Ryan Gunn, 921st CRS; Airman Basic Te Hee Han, 
60th Force Support Squadron; Airman 1st Class Kenneth Hunt, 60th Operations 
Support Squadron; Airman 1st Class Lauren Jennings, 60th Communications 
Squadron; Airman Jeffrey Knudsen, 60th OSS; Airman 1st Class Nathan Kvin-
nesland, 60th CES; Airman 1st Class Jeremy Manny, 60th Surgical Operations 
Squadron; Airman 1st Class Delanee Martin, 60th Medical Support Squadron; Air-
man Aimee Moore, 60th AMXS; Airman Sean Moore, 860th AMXS; Airman Basic Fri-
dea Moreno, 60th Medical Operations Squadron; Airman Kaleb Neubarth, 21st AS; 
Airman 1st Class Nahama Nicolas, 60th LRS; Airman 1st Class Shameem Osborne, 
21st AS; Airman 1st Class James Phan, 60th CS; Airman 1st Class Luis Reynolds, 
60th CES; Airman 1st Class Kyle Rogers, 60th MDSS; Airman 1st Class Robin San-
date, 60th Maintenance Squadron; Airman Basic Alex Sisourath, 660th AMXS; Air-
man 1st Class Taylor Smith, 22nd AS; Airman Basic Owen Stenz, 660th AMXS; Air-
man 1st Class Chase Womack, 921st CRS; and Airman Cameron Young, 22nd AS.

“News Notes” briefs must be submitted to 60AmwPA@us.Af.mil seveN dAys before the eveNt dAte. CAll the 60th Air mobility wiNg PubliC AffAirs offiCe iNterNAl iNfo seCtioN At 424-2011 for more iNformAtioN.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “The Dark Tower” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “Unlocked” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “All Saints” (PG)
• 9 p.m. “Baby Driver” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Leap” (PG)

Retiree Corner
Veterans Affairs releases 
suicide statistics by state

wAshiNgtoN — on 
sept. 15, the department of 
veterans Affairs released 
findings from its analysis of 
veteran suicide data for 50 
states, Puerto rico and the 
district of Columbia.

the release is part of vA’s 
comprehensive examination 
of more than 55 million re-
cords, dated 1979 to 2014, 
which will be used to devel-
op and evaluate suicide pre-
vention programs across ev-
ery state.

the new data include vet-
eran suicide rates and over-
all suicide rates by state, age 
group and gender, and list the 

most common suicide meth-
ods. Analysis of this infor-
mation will help the vA gain 
insight into high-risk popula-
tions and share that informa-
tion with community-based 
health care providers and 
partners, continuing to ex-
pand the network of support 
for veterans.

veterans who are in cri-
sis or having thoughts of sui-
cide and those who know a 
veteran in crisis, can call the 
veterans Crisis line for con-
fidential support 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 365 
days a year. Call 800-273-
8255 and press 1, chat online 
at veteransCrisisline.net/
Chat, or text to 838255.

— Air Force News Service
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STR8TS
No. 353 Easy

8 7 5 3 2 4
7 5 8 6 4 3 2 1

8 7 2 4 3
5 6 9 8 7 3 4
4 9 5 8 7 3 6 1 2

6 7 4 5
3 4 6 8 7

3 2 6 5 7 8 9
2 1 4 5 9 8

6
9

1

2 5
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

1
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9 2 8
3 5 4 7 9
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2 3 9 8 1 4 7 6 5
5 8 4 6 7 9 3 2 1
7 1 6 5 3 2 9 8 4
8 9 5 1 6 7 4 3 2
4 7 2 9 8 3 1 5 6
1 6 3 4 2 5 8 9 7
6 4 7 2 9 8 5 1 3
3 2 8 7 5 1 6 4 9
9 5 1 3 4 6 2 7 8

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 353 Tough Previous solution - Medium

puzzles
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the definition of ‘family mem-
ber.’ However, if the sibling is 
terminally ill, we’ll look at the 
request as an exception to pol-
icy.” 

In a case that requires a long-
term solution, an Airman would 
have to look at other options, she 
said. 

“The Humanitarian Pro-
gram is a temporary solution to 
a short-term problem and the 
Air Force is unable to consid-
er a permanent or prolonged de-
ferment.” 

The comptroller general has 
ruled that the Air Force cannot 
make moves at government ex-
pense based solely on human-
itarian reasons. The reassign-
ment or deferment must be to 
meet Air Force mission needs in 
addition to helping the Airman. 
Therefore, a valid vacancy must 
exist at the gaining base and the 
Airman must meet retainability 
requirements for a permanent 
change of station. 

Schuler’s team in AFPC’s 
Military Assignment Programs 
Branch, along with a team of six 
case managers in the Assign-
ment Support Section and 11 
Total Force Service Center As-
signment technicians process-
es approximately 1,000 requests 
annually to expedite assistance 
to Airmen in need. 

Humanitarian reassignment 
or deferment is not limited to a 
single reason. Circumstances 
can include the terminal illness 
of a family member, the death 
of an Airman’s spouse or child, 
the sexual assault of the Air-
man’s spouse or child, or issues 
involving a serious financial im-
pact such as the loss of property 
through fire or natural disaster. 

“The reason doesn’t have to 
fit into a box,” Schuler said. 

In each situation, the AFPC 
Medical Review Board or the 
AFPC Administrative Law Of-
fice reviews requests for veri-
fication of clinical data submit-
ted with an application or for the 
verification of legal documenta-
tion. Careful consideration goes 
into the adjudication of each re-
quest, as these Airmen are nor-
mally in a crisis and deserve the 
most compassionate eyes possi-
ble on their situation. 

“It’s not just personnelists 
making the decision,” Schul-
er said. “It’s a whole system of 

checks and balances. The entire 
team looks at the whole-person 
concept. We look at each situ-
ation as if we were in that Air-
man’s shoes and view the cir-
cumstances with empathy and 
kindness.” 

Missing documentation can 
delay the process, which is nor-
mally about two to four weeks. 
Schuler said the more support-
ing documentation the Airman 
can provide about every aspect 
of the situation, the better, as it 
paints a clearer picture of the 
scope of the problem. Burden of 
proof is on the member to prove 
that their situation is more than 
what an average Airman is go-
ing through.

“Everyone has a tipping 
point, so we weigh everything – 
everything – happening in that 
Airman’s life to determine the 
best course of action,” she said.

Currently, 2,916 Airmen are 
directly benefiting from human-
itarian assignments at bases 
across the Air Force. However, 
if the Airman’s application does 
not meet the threshold for an ap-
proval under the Humanitari-
an Program, the case managers 
take the extra step to research if 
the Airman may be eligible for 
another alternative assignment 
option.

“Perhaps the Airman can 

apply for a Base of Preference or 
a follow-on assignment,” Schul-
er said. “Or maybe they don’t 
meet the requirements right 
now, but if something changes, 
they can reapply. We try to man-
age their expectations and pro-
vide resources instead of just 
simply saying, ‘Denied.’” 

Schuler’s team is also work-
ing on improvements to the ap-
plication process to make it 
more intuitive. Two efficiencies 
they would like to implement in-
clude a “delivery” status bar, 
visible to customers in the vir-
tual Military Personnel Flight, 
and a defined set of statuses with 
detailed explanations of the ap-
plication process.

To help Airmen navigate 
those resources, Schuler’s team 
hosts recurring webcasts on the 
Humanitarian Reassignment 
and Deferment Program. 

Additionally, Airmen can 
chat with a personnel special-
ist live on myPers about the hu-
manitarian program between 
the hours of 5 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
PDT. To access the chat fea-
ture, click on the Humanitarian/
EFMP link under “Assignment 
Programs” on the active-du-
ty myPers Assignment landing 
page, hover the mouse cursor for 
30 seconds and a chat window 
will appear.

Need
From Page 13

U.S. Air Force graphic/Kat Bailey

No single reason exists why a humanitarian reassignment or deferment 
might be approved. It might be a terminal illness, death of a spouse or 
sexual assault of the Airman’s child. The Air Force’s Personnel Center 
views each request with compassion and empathy, giving it careful 
consideration.

a warfighting domain, the Air 
Force is adjusting their strate-
gy to ensure our nation is pre-
pared to fight and win.

“Like the Air Force chief 
of staff said earlier, space su-
periority is no longer a birth 
right,” said Raymond. “In the 
future we may have to fight 
for that space superiority if 
we get into a high-end fight.”

Members of the panel 
highlighted key space capa-
bilities, in addition to GPS, 
that are key to the nation’s de-
fense, such as military satel-
lite communications and the 
early warning mission to de-
tect ballistic missile launches. 

“Today we are approach-
ing 20 different nations with 
ballistic missile capability 
and dozens of different mis-
sile types,” said Col. David 
Miller, 460th Space Wing 
commander at Buckley Air 
Force Base, Colorado. “With 

that, you get a sense of just 
how important the (missile 
warning) responsibility we 
have is.”

To meet the threat, the 
Air Force is leading the mod-
ernization of space systems; 
transforming the way Air-
men train, develop and em-
ploy space forces and evolv-
ing operations centers. It’s 
also working to streamline ac-
quisition processes, to ensure 
the combatant commanders 
have the space capabilities 
needed to win today’s and to-
morrow’s fight.

Though the service is un-
doubtedly ready to defend 
space, it’s not looking for a 
fight. 

“I want to stress that we 
don’t want (a space) conflict, 
we are all about deterring 
that conflict, but being pre-
pared for that conflict,” said 
Raymond. “We are focused 
on getting ready so we can de-
ter a fight in space because, in 
my opinion, nobody wins that 
fight, and that’s why we come 
to work everyday.” 

Operations
From Page 9

TrAvIs FITNess CeNTer
is open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday and  

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST LATTER DAY SAINTS

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

CATHOLIC

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

HOLY FAMILY
OLD CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
(Old Catholic Diocese of Napa)

Meeting at: 1600 Union 
Ave.Fairfield, CA 94533

Mass and Worship every Saturday at 5:00pm
• Fr. Robert T. Fuentes, Pastor
• Deacon Louis Souza-Fuentes, Associate Pastor

CHURCH:
House of God, House of All

COME! Whether you are a Christian or not. 
Whether you are married or divorced. Whether 
you are gay or straight. Whether you are from 

this community or passing though.  Whether you 
are filled with joy or with sadness.

ENTER with all confidence for this is your house 
as well as the House of God.

Open Communion - No one is turned away 
from the Altar

For more information call
the Church Office at 425-1748
www.holyfamilyfairfield.org

www.toccusa.org
The Old Catholic Church. Province of the United States Ancient 

Faith, Welcoming and Inclusive Church, Serving the Modern World

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

For More 
Information

 On Our 
Worship

Directory,
Contact

Daily Republic
Classifieds

at 
(707) 427-6973

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Baptist Church  
of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church
Senior Pastor Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services: 8am and 11am

Nursery available during  
the 11am service

Sunday School for all ages  
at 9:30am

Awana on Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Cooperates with The Southern  
Baptist Convention

Sunday Schedule:
Worship Service .............................................8:00 am
Bible Study ........................................................9:00 am
Worship Service .......................................... 10:30 am
Evening Prayer & Praise ............................ 6:00 pm
Wednesday Schedule:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May), Youth ..................... 6:00 pm
Adult Choir ...................................................... 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study ........................................ 10:00 am 
......................................1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm

Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor
707-448-5430

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
(Located 2 blocks west of Vaca High)

www.tbcvacaville.com
A home for Military families since 1960

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services 
Sunday 0900 and 1100

Base Sacrament Services 

DGMC Chapel 
(1st Floor North entrance) 

Sunday 1600-1630

Inquiries: Call LDS  
Military Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

We are a Bible-centered Church which 
strives to exalt our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through the proclamation of God’s 
word, the preparation of the saints,  

and the propagation of missions.
Senior Pastor Rich Manrique

Sunday Services:
10:00 am Worship

Tuesday:
6:30-8:30 pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Jr./Sr. High Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:00-8:30 pm Adult Home  Bible Study

Thursday:
6:00-8:00 pm Homeless  ministry in
 conjunction with Mission
 Solano Rescue Mission

12:00 Adult Bible Study 
 w/Pastor Rich

ROCKVILLE 
BIBLE

720 Link Road, Fairfield, CA 94534
707-864-6602

Churchoffice@RockvilleBible.org

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6973

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

began to manage 24-hour flight opera-
tions at the Cyril E. King International 
Airport in St. Thomas.

“Stepping off the airplane we met 
a (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency) logistics representative who 
said that he was quickly becoming 
overwhelmed, was glad we were here 
and that the airfield was ours,” said Lt. 
Col. Jared Miller, 146th Airlift Control 
Flight operations officer. “He provided 
us with some real estate, we set up our 

(command and control) trailer, our bil-
leting and we went to work.”

An airlift control flight is a compact 
force capable of short notice worldwide 
deployment to any airfield to set up mo-
bile command and control of contingen-
cy, humanitarian or exercise missions.

Airmen selected to staff or support 
the function are trained in such special-
ties as logistics, air transportation, oper-
ations, communications, weather, secu-
rity and equipment maintenance.

Like many airlift control flight mem-
bers, air transportation specialist Tech. 
Sgt. Michael Gunderson is a traditional 
guardsmen, and was required to leave 

his civilian employment to support the 
recovery efforts in St. Thomas. As the 
manager of a youth sports program, the 
timing and short notice were difficult to 
accommodate, but worth the sacrifice. 

“This is why we do what we do,” 
Gunderson said. “It’s an opportunity to 
help people who need help, and I think 
it’s why most of us serve in the Nation-
al Guard.”

Since their arrival, the Airmen sup-
porting the airlift control flight have 
been instrumental in the movement of 
440 Defense Department personnel and 
712 short tons of military cargo, as well 
as thousands of tons of cargo arriving 

via contract air carriers. 
In addition to servicing aircraft from 

every U.S. service branch, they tended 
to other government entities and com-
mercial companies such as the U.S. Bor-
der Patrol, FBI, U.S. Mail, Civil Air Pa-
trol, Swift Air, IFE Cargo and multiple 
private security companies. 

According to Lt. Col. Kurt Amund-
son, 133rd Airlift Control Flight com-
mander, the Airmen selected to support 
the airlift control flight are often cho-
sen for their experience level and dedi-
cation. Thus far, Amindson said the Air-
men’s performance was nothing short of 
absolutely phenomenal.
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that could hurt the ground 
troop,” said Devaul. “If they 
are in a serious situation where 
they need ammo and we send 
the wrong ammo, that could re-
ally hinder their performance. 
Without the attention to detail 
from both the Army and the 
Air Force, the ground person-
nel would really be struggling.” 

Devaul’s prior experience on 
the ground brings a real sense 
of urgency to him and his fel-
low riggers to fill re-supply re-
quests as quickly as possible. 

“Seeing things from both 
points of view, it is definite-
ly beneficial, because when we 
receive an emergency request 
here, you know what those guys 
are feeling on the ground,” said 
Devaul. “Being on the ground 
and having that emergen-
cy come up, you really need to 
have the riggers back here or 
wherever it is to really be on top 
of their game. They’re going 
to drop you ammo or whatever 
special items that you’re going 
to need to continue on with the 
fight, and it can really change 
the outcome.” 

Once the items are rigged 
up, the Army riggers work with 
the Air Force to get the items 
onto a plane and airdropped to 
the target location. 

The day of the drop, the 
planes are loaded and the 
Army riggers board to at-
tach static lines to the airdrop 
bundles. Airdrop bundles are 
rigged within specific guide-
lines to ensure the cargo prop-
erly exits the aircraft, the para-
chute properly deploys, and the 

bundle lands intact on its tar-
get. 

It is the responsibility of the 
joint airdrop inspectors to en-
sure all the airdrop bundles are 
properly rigged before the air-
plane takes off. An Air Force 
JAI-certified loadmaster and 
an Army rigger work togeth-
er to conduct the inspection of 
each bundle. 

“The Air Force loadmas-
ter and the Army rigger are go-
ing through to make sure noth-
ing is cut or frayed on the load 
itself, making sure the correct 
parachute is attached, the stat-
ic line is attached correctly and 
everything is working proper-
ly,” said Devaul. 

“There are quite a bit of 
things involved in rigging an 
airdrop,” said Air Force Master 
Sgt. Jim Harper, a loadmaster 
with the 737th Expeditionary 

Airlift Squadron. “It’s a lot 
more complicated than just 
loading the bundles and kick-
ing them out. Depending if it’s 
heavy equipment or low-cost 
low-altitude small stuff, or if it’s 
a bigger containerized deliver 
system drop, they all have dif-
ferent types of chutes, all have 
different types of rigging so it’s 
important to know everything 
that you are looking for.” 

Devaul and Harper agree 
that attention to detail by both 
the Army and Air Force is es-
sential to ensuring success of 
these high priority missions. 

“The inspection itself is very 
vital,” said Harper. “If that in-
spection isn’t done properly you 
could have a load that would go 
out of the airplane wrong, fail 
in flight or not get to the end 
user.” 

The riggers and loadmasters 
understand that their rigging 
and inspections directly impact 
the troops on the ground, espe-
cially if it’s an emergency re-
quest where there are troops 
in contact who are counting on 
that pallet full of ammunition. 

“It’s a big sense of pride be-
cause you know that without 
the work that both the Army 
and the Air Force are doing, 
those guys wouldn’t be able to 
continue fighting,” said Devaul. 
“Thank God they are trained at 
what they do and they are great 
at what they do on the ground, 
but they wouldn’t be able to do 
that if we weren’t sending them 
things from the sky. We send 
them everything they need 
so there is a lot of pride in our 
work.”
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methods of aviator training 
and requirement initiatives 
that adjust crew ratios and 
balance instructor pilot num-
bers.

Increasing assignment 
process transparency and ca-
reer predictability for Air-
men were frequent themes at 
the summit’s retention discus-
sions. Although the majority 
of proposals discussed were 
designed specifically to ad-
dress the aircrew crisis, Air 
Force leaders also discussed 
the need to expand initiatives 
to take care of non-rated Air-
men and families as well.

“Changing how we manage 
an all-volunteer force won’t be 
a quick process, but we must 
make those first changes so 
we can gain momentum,” said 
Lt. Gen. Dash Jamieson, Dep-
uty Chief of Staff for Intelli-
gence, Surveillance and Re-
connaissance. “Our Airmen 
get a vote, and they need to 

know we’re listening to them 
and acting on their feedback.”

The challenge of retain-
ing qualified aircrew is com-
pounded by limitations on 
the Air Force’s ability to train 
sufficient numbers of pilots 
each year, making it more 
critical to retain each indi-
vidual.

Participants also discussed 
various options for increas-
ing pilot production through 
contract support or additional 
aircraft, which would enable 
the Air Force to train more 
pilots. Additionally, briefers 
presented options for limiting 
staff positions and lengthy de-
ployments for fighter pilots, 
which currently account for 
the majority of the service’s 
pilot shortage.

“This is a wicked prob-
lem,” Koscheski said, refer-
ring to the critical pilot short-
age and proposed solutions to 
improve retention. “The prob-
lem is not only ever-changing, 
it fights back. You can’t just 
fix one aspect. They’re inter-
related.”

Aircrew
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U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Hehnly

Army Sgt. Timothy Williams, 824th Quartermaster Company parachute 
rigger, pulls a strap to tighten an airdrop bundle at an undisclosed 
location Sept. 6 in Southwest Asia. Airdrop bundles are rigged within 
specific guidelines to ensure the cargo properly exits the aircraft, the 
parachute properly deploys and the bundle lands intact on its target.
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Wing and Train, Advise, As-
sist Command-Air. “While the 
Mi-17 is one of the AAF’s most 
advanced programs when it 
comes to aircrew and main-
tenance capabilities, the pro-
gram cannot be continued in-
definitely. The Mi-17s are 
expensive to maintain, diffi-
cult to sustain and experienc-
ing higher than expected attri-
tion rates.”  

Earlier in this year, the U.S. 
committed more than $814 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2017, funded 
by the U.S. Contingency Oper-
ations Afghan Security Forc-
es Fund.  

The funding will be used to 
shape and modernize the Af-
ghan fleet over the next sever-
al years by procuring UH-60s, 
with refurbishment and modi-
fication of the first 18; addition-
al armed MD-530F helicop-
ters, A-29 attack aircraft and 
AC-208s aircraft, which will 
provide Afghan National De-
fense and Security Forces an 
advantage on its domestic bat-
tlefields.  

The planning involves sev-
en different weapon systems, 
14 program offices and more 
than 20 major contracts. As 
the UH-60s arrive, contract 

maintenance experts will es-
tablish initial program stabili-
ty, while Train, Advise, Assist 
Command-Air advisers con-
duct training classes and on-
the-job training or Afghan pi-
lots and maintainers.  

“The UH-60 training will 
involve a blend of contractors, 
military and Afghan pilots,” 
Stewart said. “The Afghan air 
force will begin by transition-
ing Mi-17 pilots and maintain-
ers as we expect they will adapt 
faster to the Blackhawk.”  

Once the Afghans aviators 
graduate and become mission 
ready, combat missions will be 
planned and conducted by AAF 
crews independent of coalition 
forces.  

“Growing an air force takes 
time, it takes many years of 
training and planning during 
peace time and the Afghans are 
doing this during war,” Fiterre 

said. “It is a herculean effort 
for the Afghans, and frankly, 
they are knocking this achieve-
ment out of the park.” 

The primary purpose of the 
UH-60 will be for troop and 
cargo transport, including ca-
sualty evacuation.  

However, in addition to the 
61 base model UH-60s, the 
AAF will also receive 58 UH-
60 models with fixed forward-
fire capabilities. According to 
TAAC-Air advisers, these num-
bers are based on the final fore-
casted end strength, assuming 
no attrition.  

“The mission of TAAC-Air 
is to help our Afghan part-
ners build a professional, capa-
ble and sustainable air force,” 
Stewart said. “We stand ready 
to give our Afghan counter-
parts the best training and as-
sistance possible, regardless of 
what aircraft they are flying.”

UH-60s
From Page 12

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Veronica Pierce

A U.S. Air Force C-17 loadmaster assigned to Joint Base Charleston, S.C., prepares two Afghan Air Force UH-60 
helicopters for off loading Sept. 18 at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan.

the interior of the motor were 
damaged and a new engine 
needed to be installed.”

After hours of examining 
the helicopter and scoping out 
the area for future teams, the 
mid shift crew was met by two 
HH-60Gs. The day shift team 
arrived and brought with 
them the engine that would 
replace the damaged unit in 
the helicopter.

“We ended up determin-
ing that we were not going to 
be able to get a ground vehicle 
into the area,” said Tech. Sgt. 
Jesse Rivas, 55th HMU lead 
tech for crew chiefs. “We de-
cided to airship the replace-
ment engine and maintenance 
crane, along with the six per-
sonnel chosen for the swap, to 
the site.”

Once the day team relieved 
the mid shift crew maintain-
ers, the day team began to un-
load the replacement engine. 
Because the swap was being 
done with limited equipment, 
the engine had to be lifted out 
of the helicopter by hand.

“It took all six of us to 
download the engine onto a 

cart,” said Senior Airman 
Casey Lafond, 55th HMU he-
licopter crew chief. “Once we 
loaded it up, we had to trans-
port it across a rocky land-
scape to the aircraft, which 
was about 15 feet away.”

After setting up the crane 
used for the exchange, the de-
termined crew immediately 
got to work and swapped out 
the engines.

After the day team’s shift 
was over, another HH-60G 
arrived with the swing shift 
crew. After passing off the in-
formation needed to complete 
the job, the day team flew 
back to the base. Shortly after, 
the engine was successful-
ly installed and the helicopter 
was ready to return to Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base.

The 55th HMU team mem-
bers successfully complet-
ed an engine swap in a moun-
tainous landscape in less than 
48 hours, a feat that is not eas-
ily accomplished.

“These are the kind of mo-
ments that make you proud,” 
Rivas said. “Knowing that 
these guys have the knowl-
edge, capability and will to do 
this and sustain it and make it 
happen, lives up to our motto - 
‘These things we do, that oth-
ers may live.’ ”

Repair
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the project, his intention was 
to assist with training oppor-
tunities. 

“Initially, the goal was to in-
crease pre-deployment train-
ing capabilities, but it quickly 
became apparent that stream-
lining equipment would ease 
accountability issues, expand-
ing our ability to learn and be-
come familiar with advancing 
technologies and incorporate 
commercial, off-the-shelf tech-
nology into our training, allow-
ing us to become better, more 
capable and flexible opera-
tors,” Christopher said. 

He also wanted to make 
things better for the next gen-
eration of tactical systems op-
erators. 

“This innovation has 
primed the unit to provide the 
best training available, with 
the newest systems available, 
while also evaluating those 
new systems and providing 
valuable feedback, along with 
possible fixes, to vendors,” he 
said. 

This noncommissioned of-
ficer’s unique idea may seem 
technical and complicated to 
most, but to the Airmen using 
the systems, his improvements 
are invaluable. 

Christopher’s innovation be-
came the backbone of the en-
hanced technology capabili-
ties available at the different 
test ranges at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Florida, where he is sta-
tioned, as noted in his award ci-
tation. He also contributed to 
reducing range manpower and 
played a critical intelligence 
role in the Air Force Special 
Operations Command’s Emer-
ald Warrior exercise, deliver-
ing the most realistic signals 
environment to date. 

Innovations by this Airman, 

and others like him, help ac-
complish unit, wing, service 
and Defense Department mis-
sions.

“The team of profession-
al Airmen working in the Re-
search and Development sec-
tion are extremely innovative 
in pioneering new ways to si-
multaneously increase effica-
cy and efficiency in the way 
we train to fight,” said Lt. Col. 
Mathew Norton, 25th IS com-
mander. “Tech. Sgt. Christo-
pher has led this team to do just 
that! His knowledge and exper-
tise have enabled him and his 
staff to acquire both equipment 
and technology to improve 
training processes across the 
board for the entire unit. Their 
streamlining of equipment 
has incorporated advanced 
training techniques, increased 
training realism and improved 
operational security.

“His leadership efforts have 
saved the squadron and the Air 
Force more than $2 million and 
will decrease future manpower 
requirements and constraints 
by approximately 85 percent 
in order to afford personnel the 
opportunity to better train and 
fight downrange,” Norton said. 

The advancements Christo-
pher and his teammates made 
will help other Airmen effi-
ciently and effectively accom-
plish their mission, his super-
visor said. 

The gains the Logistic Sup-
port, Research and Develop-
ment section at the 25th IS 
have made to tackle issues are 
a direct reflection of the cre-
ative thinking of the Airmen 
and NCOs, and their outside-
the-box thinking, Joshua said. 

“For the past few years, 
we have recognized that be-
tween deployments, manpower 
crunches, turnover rates and 
the constantly evolving tech-
nological arena that we oper-
ate within, innovation is a use-
ful driver to become more 

efficient at what we do,” Josh-
ua said. “The work Christopher 
has done could have been done 
by other Airmen, but no one 
thought of doing it.”

Because of his motivation 
and effort to improve capabil-
ities, Christopher was recent-
ly recognized by his wing com-
mander, Col. Jonathan Rice 
IV, who presented him the Air 
Force Achievement Medal. 

A humble Christopher said 
he is not a big fan of recogni-
tion though. 

“I’ve never been one to seek 
out recognition or put myself 
in for awards,” he said, add-
ing that much of the innovation 
that happens within his section 
is due to the Airmen assigned 
there. “I have some smart peo-
ple working for me, and I’ve 
also had the support of my 
(chain of command) to think 
outside of the box and make 
things happen.” 

Norton said Christopher 
and the entire team’s abili-
ty to brainstorm new innova-
tive techniques never ceases to 
amaze him. 

“I’m extremely excited to 
continue supporting and en-
couraging their new ideas, con-
cepts and theories ... all they 
need is for leadership to block 
and tackle for them, recognize 
their potential and enable their 
success,” he said. “This team 
is the future of better quality 
training for our members and 
their more recent recognized 
accomplishments are a testa-
ment to that.” 

The 25th Intelligence 
Squadron falls under the 361st 
Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Group, 363rd 
ISR Wing, 25th Air Force. The 
units of the 361st ISRG provide 
direct support to Air Force 
Special Operations Command, 
and strengthen analytical and 
targeting support to the rest of 
the Air Force. The group and 
subordinate units conduct cul-
tural and network studies to 
enhance tactics, techniques 
and procedures to ensure in-
teroperability within the spe-
cial operations forces, and they 
conduct research and develop-
ment of commercial and gov-
ernment-acquired communica-
tions suites.

Innovator
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of a multitude of targeted pro-
grams and activities, as well 
as resiliency skills taught 
to enable Airmen to make 
sound choices. The CAF mod-
el stresses the importance of 
mental, physical, social and 
spiritual fitness as a means of 
creating resilient Airmen ca-
pable of winning the nation’s 
wars.

“The four pillars of the 
CAF model are like magic,” 
said Enoh. “If you put that 
into practice, life will be easi-
er. For the most part we’ve lis-
tened to it so much that some-
times you tune it out, but it is 

something I believe in. Chap-
lains are in the business of 
taking care of people, but you 
first have to take care of your-
self.” 

Through the use of the 
CAF pillars, Enoh has been 
able to tend to his own needs. 
By taking care of himself, he 
has been able to affirm that 
his ministry, his dedication, 
and the journey on his road, 
have been able to make a dif-
ference.

“I’m always asking myself 
if I gave my all, and if I real-
ly helped that person,” said 
Enoh. “A few times I’ve run 
into someone who came to me 
for help and been told, ‘thank 
you chaplain for being there 
for me’. That changes my life 
every time I hear it.”

Calling
From Page 10

versed in the other cultures,” 
Victor said. 

Victor explained that he, ini-
tially, felt as if there were mul-
tiple Americas that he was liv-
ing in, one being the America 
where people spoke Spanish, 
watched Spanish television, lis-
tened to Spanish music and un-
derstood the culture. The other 
was a place where certain in-
dividuals thought the Spanish 
influence wasn’t even a part of 
America. 

“People thought that I was 
foreign, but I am sixth-genera-
tion Texan and my grandfather 

fought in World War II,” said 
Victor. “We’ve been in the Unit-
ed States a long time and I think 
that many different ethnic 
groups, for whatever reason, 
have been segregated through-
out American history.”

Despite his early experi-
ences, Victor hopes that by tar-
geting the next generation of 
thinkers and filling the culture 
gap, he can expand on diversi-
ty within the STEM profession-
al fields.

“Victor has definitely pushed 
me out of my comfort zone by 
making me apply for scholar-
ships, volunteering and doing 
things that I wouldn’t normally 
do,” said Chiara Crawford, stu-
dent mentor and member of a 
local robotics team. 

Pilot
From Page 14
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said Capt. Whit Gremillion, 
21st AS C-17 pilot and mis-
sion aircraft commander. “We 
have to prepare for the worst 
situations and hope for the 
best.”

Capt. Kyle Brackett, 21st 
AS instructor pilot, echoed 
Gremillion’s statement and 
added, “when changes come 
up, we deal with them because 
all of us know how important 
missions like these are.”

Another critical component 
of bringing the needed hu-
manitarian aid to those suffer-
ing is teamwork.

“The crew working togeth-
er is essential to mission com-
pletion,” said Senior Airman 
Austin Whisler, 21st AS C-17 
loadmaster. “Missions have so 
many moving pieces. If every-
one is not doing their part, it 
can become chaotic.”

“The mission moves be-
cause of our ability to inter-
face as a crew and with agen-
cies on the ground,” said 
Gremillion. “Without it, we 
probably would have never 
gotten out of Travis in the first 
place.”

Utilizing flexibility and 
teamwork, the aircrew suc-
cessfully and efficiently 
brought 105,000 pounds of 
needed food and water to the 
residents of the island.

“It feels good knowing that 
the cargo we delivered will 
have such a positive impact 
on the people of St. Croix,” 
said Costello. “Having been 
through several severe hur-
ricanes while I was growing 
up, I certainly understand how 
the people of St. Croix feel.”

The successful delivery of 
the USAID team to Mexico 

and the humanitarian aid 
to St. Croix, are just a cou-
ple of the humanitarian re-
lief missions currently being 
delivered out of Travis AFB 
throughout the world.

“It feels incredible to be 
able to directly impact the 
lives of so many, missions like 
this is why I wanted to be a 
Loadmaster,” said Whisler.
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St. Croix
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U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford

The view of hurricane-damaged St. Croix, Virgin Islands is seen Sept. 
23 from a C-17 Globemaster III assigned to the 21st Airlift Squadron, 
Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The C-17 delivered 105,000 pounds 
and 18 pallets of water and Meals Ready to Eat to the island after it 
sustained damage from Hurricane Maria.

so different than we were dur-
ing my time.” Fortunately, we 
are. When an Airman asks, 
“Why,” “How come,” or “What 
if,” it’s not to question author-
ity; it’s to understand the pro-
cess and make it better. Air-
men want to contribute and 
need only two things to ex-
cel: a goal and an opportuni-
ty. We do not require, or de-
sire, micromanagement. Once 
provided a goal, we repeatedly 

demonstrate our resourceful-
ness and innovation and those 
attributes directly relate to our 
diversity and experiences.

In the Air Force, failure is 
not part of our culture. From 
our earliest training, we pledge 
against its acceptance. Just re-
cite the last line of our Air-
man’s Creed and you will un-
derstand the truth of this 
premise. One of our safeguards 
against failure is maximizing 
our resources and personnel 
and is only feasible by embrac-
ing the diversity and strengths 
of our Airmen.

Gould
From Page 2

Gremillion. “Our loadmaster 
had to deal with a non-standard 
cargo load and unloading in 
an unfamiliar location and did 
an outstanding job. The quick-
er the USAR team was able to 
get to Mexico, the quicker they 
could start to assist in SAR op-
erations.”

After completing the mis-
sion to Mexico City, the C-17 
crew left Friday for St. Croix, 
U.S. Virgin Islands to deliver 
114,000 pounds of hurricane 
relief supplies.

As of Friday morning US-
AID reports, the teams have 
worked into the night to search 
five buildings side-by-side with 
Mexican USAR teams and will 
continue to assess buildings for 
earthquake damage.

Mexico City
From Page 5

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford

1st Lt. Zach Gilbert, 21st Airlift Squadron C-17 Globemaster III pilot, talks 
to other crew members over the radio Sept. 21 while flying a 67-person 
U.S. Agency for International Development elite disaster team and their 
equipment into Mexico City International Airport.
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RESPONSETravis travels to Mexico for quake …

1) Members of 
an U.S. Agency 
for International 
Development elite 
disaster team 
gather their gear 
after flying Sept. 
21 on a Travis Air 
Force Base C-17 
Globemaster III 
to Mexico City 
International 
Airport. The team 
was headed for 
Mexico to support 
search and rescue 
efforts after a 
7.1 magnitude 
earthquake struck 
the country.

1

2 3 4

2) Stephen Jones, a member of the Los Angeles County Fire Department and a U.S. Agency for International Development elite disaster team member, offloads luggage from a Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif., C-17 Globemaster III Sept. 21 at the Mexico City International Airport. 3) Senior Airman John Sarcia, 21st Airlift Squadron C-17 loadmaster, guides a forklift unloading 
medical supplies and equipment belonging to a U.S. Agency for International Development elite disaster team Sept. 21 at the Mexico City International Airport. 4) Sarcia guides a forklift 
unloading medical supplies Sept. 21 at the Mexico City International Airport.

U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford
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